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"This Christian social-ethical milestone on the
justification and huge challenges of a free social order
convincingly profiles theology as a social science with

global appeal.”
— Rainer Maria Cardinal Woelki, Archbishop of
Cologne

"Elmar Nass has written an important book for our

present and future world. In the face of the turbulence,

global challenges, and worldwide violence and crises,
we need orientations for a social and ethical
togetherness—beyond religious boundaries!"

— Silke Geithner, Rector of the Protestant University of

Applied Sciences, Dresden, Germany

ABOUT THEBOOK

World events have made clear that liberal society must
become more resilient in the face of totalitarian
challenges. But how is liberal society to do that? In this
groundbreaking work, social ethicist ElImar Nass presents
the ethical and anthropological foundations of a liberal
social order within a Christian conception of humanity
and society in an ecumenical spirit. In doing so, Nass
revives the long-neglected discussion on the ethics of
order. He offers a full-throated and robust Christian
position for the value discussions of our time.
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Elmar Nass holds the chair of Christian Social Sciences in
Cologne. He was ordained a Catholic priest in Rome in
1994, holds a doctorate in theology and social economics,
and completed his Habilitation (postdoctoral thesis and
postdoctoral lecturing qualification) in social philosophy.
He is an external scientific expert on welfare issues for
the Christian Democratic Union of Germany (CDU) and
scientific advisor to the CDU workers’ wing. He is a board
member and advisor to numerous socio-ethical societies
and publishes on value issues of the social order.
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